What are your rights as a student?

Part 1
BACKGROUND

In the landmark Supreme Court case Tinker v. Des Moines, Justice Fortas wrote, "It can hardly be argued that either students or teachers shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or expression at the schoolhouse gate . . . " This quotation is often used, but what does it mean? Do students have the same rights as adults?

If you think about it for a few minutes, you will realize that children don't have all of the same rights as adults. For instance, adults can drive cars, vote, and drink alcohol. Children can't do these things until they are 16, 18, and 21, depending on where they live. All of those rights involve situations outside of school. What about inside a school? In this activity, you'll examine some of the cases in which the Supreme Court of the United States has held that rights of students inside a school are not the same as rights of adults outside of school.

DIRECTIONS:

1.  The left-hand column contains a list of general rights. Read that list.

2. In the column labeled "Adult Rights," list the basic rights that adults have in each general area.  Refer back to the Bill of Rights!!  
**Drug testing is not in the Bill of Rights.  I added a link on my website under Law-Links, titled “Drug testing law in Michigan”.  Read and summarize to find out what our legal rights are on this issue.

3. In the column labeled “What Amendment gives these rights”, write the number of the Amendment.

4. From the column labeled "Case" click on the link and read the abstract. 
**These links are on my website under Law-Links-How do Students Rights compare to Adults Rights?
5. In the “student rights” column, explain what rights students at school have for the category listed. (this answer should be what the verdict was for the case issued to that right)
6. Compare what you have written in the "Adult" column with what you have written in the "Student" column. In the final column, explain how adults' rights and students' rights differ in that particular area.

The table is on the next page!!

Note:  All links can be found on my website at http://savitskie.weebly.com.

-Click the Business Law tab

-Scroll down to links

-All links can be found there
	General Rights
	Adult Rights
	What Amendment gives that right?
	Case
	Student Rights
	How do adults rights and student’s rights differ?

	Freedom of the press
	
	
	Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier
	
	

	Freedom of speech
	
	
	Bethel v. Fraser
	
	

	Search and seizure
	
	
	New Jersey v. T.L.O.
	
	

	Drug testing


	
	n/a
	Veronia School District 47j V. Acton


	
	

	Due Process
	
	
	Goss v. Lopez
	
	


Part 2

Overview:  You researched and compared and contrasted student’s rights, but what other rights do you, or don’t you have, as a student?
Directions:  Go to the American Civil Liberties Union website (http://www.aclu.org/standup/factsheet/) and review 2 of the 6 hot topics that are presently being debated (The Patriot Act, Sex Ed,  and School to Prison links do not work)
1. Read what the ACLU says about this topic

2. Summarize the ACLU’s position on this topic in 2-4 sentences.
3. Answer the question:  Do you agree or disagree with the ACLU’s position on this topic.

4. Ask and answer Why? from your above statement 5 times.

**You can type this up in Word, save to your folder, and then submit to Dropbox


Or

You can write your answers on a separate sheet of paper and staple to your table.
Example:

I do agree with the ACLU’s position that same sex couples should be able to go to prom.

Why?

Because I feel that if you want to go to prom with someone and you’re not hurting anyone else in the process then you should be allowed to take whomever you want.

Why?

Because you are not “infringing” on anyone else’s rights in this case.  Everyone can still go to prom and not be affected by a same sex couple attending prom.

Why?

Because everyone doesn’t have to talk to everyone at prom.  If you disagree with it, then you could just ignore the couple and continue on with your evening and still have a good time.

Why?

Because if you are ignoring that person then it’s like they’re not even there, thus it is not affecting your night.

Why?

Because as young adults we learn to ignore others as long as it is not negatively affecting us or is putting us in a position that is harmful.

